Shared Space Seminar
6th September 2010
Venue: Engineers Ireland Education Centre, 22 Clyde Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.
www.engineersireland.ie
Time: 10.00 - 17.00 (Registration & coffee 9.30-10.00)
Fee: This event is free - Please register with lbrowan@nda.ie 01-608 0456
Speakers:
Pieter de Haan - Shared Space Institute, Netherlands.
‘It takes Shared Space to create shared understanding’
Professor Rob Imrie - Professor of Geography at King's
College London and Director of the Cities Group.
‘Auto-Disabilities’: The case of Shared Spaces’
Eoghan Madden - Senior Engineer, Dublin City Council
Roads & Transportation Department.
‘Can Shared Space be shared? A road hog’s view’
Rita Newton - Co-Director at SURFACE, University of
Salford, Manchester, England.
‘Streets for life’.
Keith Firth - BEng MIHT CMILT, Director of Traffic
Engineering, Colin Buchanan Planning Consultants,
Bristol, UK.
‘The effects of removing traffic regulations at busy urban
junctions’.
Mark Butt - Technical Director Mayer Brown Ltd
‘Shared Space - Defining the space’.

Chaired by:
Neil Murphy MRIAI Senior Built Environment Advisor
Centre for Excellence in Universal Design
Joe Seymour Chartered Engineer DBFL Consulting
Engineers

Directions:http://www.engineersireland.ie/about-us/contact/where-we-are/

Shared Space Seminar
6th September 2010
09.30 - 10.00 Registration and coffee
10.00 - 10.15 Opening Address
Neil Murphy MRIAI Senior Built Environment Advisor Centre for Excellence in Universal Design
Joe Seymour DBFL Consulting Engineers, Chair Roads & Transportation Society
10.15 - 11.00 Pieter de Haan - ‘It takes Shared Space to create shared understanding’
11.00 - 11.15 Q & A
11.15 - 11.30 Coffee
11.30 - 12.30 Professor Rob Imrie - ‘Auto-Disabilities’: The case of Shared Spaces’
12.30 - 12.45 Q & A
12.45 - 13.45 Lunch
13.45 - 14.15 Eoghan Madden - ‘Can Shared Space be shared? A road hog’s view’
14.15 - 15.00 Rita Newton - ‘Streets for Life’
15.00 - 15.15 Coffee
15.15 - 15.45 Keith Firth - ‘The effects of removing traffic regulations at busy urban junctions’.
15.45 - 16.30 Mark Butt - ‘Shared Space - Defining the space’.
16.30 - 16.45 Q & A
16.45 - 17.00 Closing Address: Neil Murphy MRIAI Senior Built Environment Advisor CEUD

Shared Space Seminar
6th September 2010
Shared space is a traffic engineering concept which involves removing the traditional
separation of motor vehicles and pedestrians, and removal of kerbs, lines, signs and
signals. The purpose is to improve road safety by forcing users to negotiate their way
through shared areas at appropriate speeds.
Shared surfaces, generally used within shared
space schemes, can cause concern for blind
and partially-sighted people, those with
cognitive impairments and older people. As
detailed guidance is not yet available on how to
reconcile the shared space concept with some
vulnerable groups of road users, caution is
advised in designing such spaces without
adequate regard to the safety issues for these
users.
Shared Space seeks to achieve a Universally
Accessible environment but;
By removing the barriers between
pedestrians, cars, bicycles, trucks & buses is
this really helping the pedestrian?
Is shared Space discriminating against some
users? How to resolve that using a Universal
Design process?
Is Shared Space still uncharted territory?
Is further research required?
This Seminar will be of interest to:
Engineers, Architects, Landscape Architects,
Planners, Access Officers, Building Control
Officers, Government Departments and
Stakeholder Organisations.

Speakers:
Pieter de Haan - Shared Space Institute, Netherlands.
‘It takes Shared Space to create shared understanding’
Shared Space Institute is an international knowledge institute, dedicated to knowledge creation,
knowledge transfer and knowledge implementation in the field of Shared Space.
Pieter is internationally-recognized for his work researching and evaluating shared space schemes in
the Netherlands. Pieter is currently a researcher and consultant to the Shared Space Institute in
Drachten, he is responsible for Education and Policy at the Institute. In addition, he is the coordinator
of the Master course for European Traffic and Transportation within a consortium of 6 European
Universities.
Prior to this engagement, Pieter served as a visiting professor at the Nottingham Trent University (UK)
and Hasselt University (Belgium), where he taught courses on psychology and sociology, the quality
of public space, and European Policy on transportation and research methods. Previously, de Haan
was a Professor and the Chair of the Traffic Engineering program at the Hogeschool Leeuwarden, a
university for applied sciences. Pieter has also served as manager at the Department of Justice in the
Netherlands, where he worked in the Dutch Caribbean islands, the Netherlands Antilles.
Pieter holds an M.A. in Cognitive and Perceptual Psychology from Groningen University.
Professor Rob Imrie - Professor of Geography at King's College London and Director of the Cities
Group.
‘Auto-Disabilities’: The case of Shared Spaces’
Rob has recently completed a report in 2010 'Shared Space and Sight Loss Policies and Practices in
English Local Authorities' for the Thomas Pocklington Trust in the UK.

His background is in geography, sociology, and planning studies and he has a doctorate in industrial
sociology. He was previously Professor in Human Geography in the Department of Geography at
Royal Holloway University of London (1991 to 2005). His main research interests are urban
governance and community development in cities, the impact and implications of urban policy in
British and international cities, the geographies of disability and the built environment, and urban
design and the codification and regulation of architecture.
In 2004, Rob was awarded the 'Back Award' by the Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of
British Geographers), in recognition of 'contributions to research on national and local policies in
urban development and local governance', June 14th. Between 2003 and 2007, Rob was visiting
professor, Department of Geography, University of Strathclyde. He has since held visiting
professorships in the Urban Research Centre, University of Western Sydney (2008), and the
Department of Applied Social Studies, University of Cork (2009). He is a former member of: the
Department of Communites and Local Government's (DCLG) Working Party advising on changes to
Part M of the Building Regulations; the DCLG's Housing Research Network, with responsibility to
develop links between housing research and policy; and, the Lifetime Homes Group, Joseph
Rowntree Foundation. He is an editorial board member of the 'Access Journal'.

Speakers:
Rita Newton Co-Director at SURFACE, University of Salford, Manchester, England.
‘Streets for Life’.
Rita Newton is a chartered quantity surveyor and senior lecturer within the School of the Built
Environment at the University of Salford.
She is co-director of the SURFACE Inclusive Design Research Centre within the School, and has
been immersed in inclusive design for the past 10 years. During this time she has developed the
innovatory part-time distance taught post-graduate course in accessibility and inclusive design which
has been running since 2002.
Rita’s specific expertise lies in user involvement and consultation, and she regularly engages with a
broad range of users (including more difficult to reach groups, and vulnerable groups of people) to
ensure that their voices are heard within the design process.
SURFACE has been awarded funding by the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council
(EPSRC) under the EQUAL (Extending Quality of Life) initiative to carry out research on various
aspects relating to the issues of accessibility in the built environment, and Rita’s work in particular
focuses on the design of the street environment. Further details at www.surface.salford.ac.uk
Mark Butt - Technical Director Mayer Brown Ltd
‘Shared Space - Defining the space’.
Mark joined Mayer Brown Ltd in 2005 and leads the group's North West office. He has over 15 years
experience in providing transport planning advice to both private and public sector clients.
He has particular expertise in urban design, and worked on several of the UK Department for
Transport's Home Zone Challenge projects – including the Chester Home Zone (winner of the 2006
IHT Environmental Award). He has also provided consultancy expertise for private developers
assisting with promoting shared space schemes through the planning process.
Mark's work on regeneration schemes in the UK has encompassed a range of sectors including
health, housing, employment and leisure projects. His experienced in the assessment of congested
urban networks, including work in central London, has provided a good knowledge in assessment of
people and vehicle movement.
His range of work for Local Authorities has also included accident reviews, development control and
speed management projects.
In addition to being on the advisory panel for I'DGO TOO research into home zone/shared space
design and its impact on the mobility of elderly residents, Mark regularly lectures for Planning and
Transport Research and Computation (PTRC) in relation to Speed Management within the UK.
Mark has previously been employed with engineering consultants PBA and Gibb Ltd, where he
acquired a wide range of experience in transport planning in the UK and continental Europe.
Mark is a Chartered Member of the Institute of Transport and Logistics and a member of Transport
Planning Society. He studied Geography at Lancaster University before completing a Masters in
Transportation Planning and Engineering at Southampton University.

Speakers:
Keith Firth - BEng MIHT CMILT, Director of Traffic Engineering, Colin Buchanan Planning
Consultants, Bristol, UK.
‘The effects of removing traffic regulations at busy urban junctions’.
Recommended as a significant expert in Traffic Engineering by Colin Buchanan Planning Consultants
(Dublin) who were involved in the writing of 'Building for Everyone 9 – Planning'.
Keith has gained a wide variety of experience in the fields of traffic engineering and management,
transport modelling and highway design. He is responsible for projects relating to traffic engineering,
transport planning, development planning, mobility management and public consultation; as well as
development of large scale highway infrastructures, development of traffic management strategies for
major corridors, preparation of traffic impact assessments and evidence for public planning inquiries
involving highway link and junction design and analysis, design and review of public transport, cycle,
pedestrian and traffic calming schemes, scheme cost estimates, accident analysis, safety audit
procedures and road traffic noise analysis.
He has worked on projects for both private clients and public authorities throughout the UK and
overseas. He has provided traffic management, junction design and bus priority advice to the
Municipalities of Dubai City, Dubai, Bursa and Trabzon, Turkey and worked on traffic impact
assessments in Indonesia, Malta and Eire. Since 1998, he has primarily worked on major projects for
Transport for London. He is proficient in the use and application of TRANSYT, TranEd, LINSIG,
ARCADY, PICADY, OSCADY, VISSIM and PARAMICS, as well as other traffic engineering software.
He has presented at conferences and lectured at universities on a variety of traffic management
issues.
Eoghan Madden - Senior Engineer, Dublin City Council Roads & Transportation Department.
‘Can Shared Space be shared? A road hog’s view’

